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October 28, 2020  

Dear Parent/Guardian:  

I hope this finds you well!  I also want to compliment you, your students, and our staff for leading us 
through these unusual times.  We appreciate your continued diligence, patience, and understanding!   

Our goal is to offer challenging in-person instruction for the rest of the school year.  We also have a goal 
of a five-day-a-week in-person instruction before the school year is complete.  We know some factors 
drive those decisions:  the status of the COVID-19 pandemic, weather, other possible illnesses, etc.  
Therefore, we want to be proactive for our students and staff if we need to offer non-traditional 
instruction (NTI).     

We are closely monitoring the number of COVID cases in our schools and our communities.   We are 
abiding by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations and following a strict cleaning 
regimen.  Just because Hardin County is “red” (see Kentucky Department of Public Health information) 
on the state COVID-19 map, please do not automatically think that our district will go to NTI.  Multiple 
factors would help us decide our next steps.  We just want you to know that we have to be prepared.  As 
the adage goes, “if you fail to prepare, you prepare to fail.”  Our NTI strategies this year will be more 
focused and provide a more structured format.  

There will be two classifications of NTI: 

 NTI Emergency:  “NTI Emergency” days will be used when something happens quickly.  We will 
utilize “NTI Emergency” on days we have to cancel in-person instruction because of snow, ice, 
flooding, or some other weather or emergency incident.    

o The hybrid “A/B” schedule will continue during NTI for students who normally receive 
in-person instruction during “NTI Emergency” days.  For example, if snow cancels in-
person classes on a Tuesday, Group B would participate in NTI that day.   

 NTI Announced:  We will use “NTI Announced” days when we know that we must close school 
to protect the health of our students, staff, families, and community.  We will share that we’ll be 
utilizing “NTI Announced” no less than two days in advance.  That will give us time to ensure 
that students who need devices, WiFi hotspots, etc. get what they need.  It also gives our staff 
time to “switch” to NTI strategies.  

o “NTI Announced” days will typically take place for an extended amount of time (a week, 
two weeks, etc.).  All current in-person learning students will participate in NTI five days 
a week during “NTI Announced.”  

 Online Learning Academy students will continue as normal should we have to go to NTI 
learning for students who normally receive in-person instruction.   

How are we going to decide if we go to NTI?  We continually monitor the number of COVID cases in a 
school, (students or staff) the number of cases in the community, and discuss this information with our 
local health officials.  Based on this information, there is a possibility that one or two schools could have 
to utilize NTI while other schools in the district remain open.  However, if there is a stronger community 
spread, we would look at putting the entire district on NTI.   

If we have to go to NTI, students will be expected to be online each day at the time designated by their 
school.  If for some reason a student is not able to log on at the given times, parents and/or students 
need to communicate with their teachers so a plan can be developed.  Each teacher will have evening 
“office hours” for one hour Monday through Thursday to assist students and families.  You can contact 
teachers during that time and ask questions about homework, etc.  They will share those specific times 
with you.   

We will have a more consistent approach to NTI should we have to use it this year.  Through the use of 
on-line services, students will receive instruction, be able to ask questions, and meet in small groups.  
Should you and your family lack WiFi access, please contact your child’s school.  If we are not successful 
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over, please 
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in removing connection barriers, there will be ways to connect to your child’s teacher by downloading 
assignments and uploading completed work by using WiFi outside of our schools or at various points in 
our communities.  The instructions for downloading and uploading assignments have been shared with 
students.  A video of how to connect using the HCS WiFi outside of our school buildings, how to 
download assignments and upload completed work can be found on our district website 
(www.hardin.kyschools.us) under the Parents and Students tabs.  There are also several community 
organizations or businesses that will allow students to access their outside WiFi hotspots.  They are 
listed here: 

Duvall Park 
1198 S. Atcher St. 
Radcliff 
  
Colvin Community Center 
230 Freedoms Way 
Radcliff 
  
Stithton Baptist Church 
95 Park Ave. 
Radcliff 
  
Franklin Crossroads Baptist Church 
4695 Hardinsburg Road 
Cecilia 
  
American Legion Park (8am – 8 pm daily) 
801 N. Miles St. 
Elizabethtown 
  
Freeman Lake Park (8am – 8 pm daily) 
212 Freeman Lake Park Road 
Elizabethtown 
  
The Elizabethtown Nature Park (8a – 8p daily) 
1900 Ring Road 
Elizabethtown 

 Pritchard Community Center (inside and 
outside) 
404 S. Mulberry St. 
Elizabethtown 
  
Kentucky Farm Bureau Sales & Claims offices 
2915 Ring Road 
Elizabethtown 
  
Severns Valley Baptist Church 
1100 Ring Road 
Elizabethtown 
  
Hardin County Public Library (inside and 
outside) 
100 Jim Owen Drive 
Elizabethtown 
  
Grace Heartland Church 
801 Pear Orchard Road 
Elizabethtown 
 
Valley View Baptist Church  
(WiFi network:  orb167guest   
password: valleyview) 
501 Valley View Dr. 
Vine Grove 

 

We know your goal is the same as ours.  We all want to go back to “normal” five-day-a-week in-person 
instruction.  The only way that can be accomplished is if we follow the guidelines set forth by local, 
state, and national health officials.   

There is a video on our website that explains the NTI strategies and provides other information.  It can 
be found under the Quick Links tab of our website.  It is called “HCS NTI 2020-21 Introductory Video.”   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our schools.  You can also reach out to me 
at teresa.morgan@hardin.kyschools.us or by calling 270-769-8817.  

Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Teresa Morgan 
Superintendent 
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